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Welcome to God’s House 
 
The call of Matthew in the Gospel bears witness to God’s mercy. So do the accounts 

of Moses and Saul / Paul in the other Scripture readings.  Nothing else could explain 

the choices for ministers that God made…a despised tax collector, an exiled killer, 

and a persecutor of Christians. The same can be said about you and me…on the 

receiving end of God’s mercy, which moves us to share it with others.  

 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD   
 

Opening Hymn         Chief of Sinners, Though I Be   CW #385 
 
Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, I am his and he is mine! 
 
Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, lasting as eternity, 

Love that found me—wondrous thought!—found me when I sought him not. 
 
Strengthen me, O gracious Lord, by your Spirit and your word. 

When my wayward heart would stray, keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply while I live and when I die. 

  
             
Invocation 
 
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship  



of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
 
Confession of Sins 
 
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 

his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 
 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 

You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his 

will. 

C: Amen. 

 
 
Song of Praise  
 
M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C: ♫   Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness continues forever. 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. 

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 
       
Prayer of the Day 
 
M: Lord God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be 

gracious to us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your 



commandments in all we say and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: ♫   Amen.  

 

 

First Lesson                          Exodus 3:1-15 
 
Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, 

and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire 

from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn 

up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush 

does not burn up.” 
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within 

the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where 

you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his 

face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard 

them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 

suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians 

and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing 

with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 

Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have 

seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to 

Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt?” 
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who  

have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship  



God on this mountain.” 
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 

your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what 

shall I tell them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I 

am has sent me to you.’” 
15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your 

fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me 

to you.’ 

“This is my name forever, 

    the name you shall call me 

    from generation to generation. 

 
 
Psalm 119                                                  read responsively 
 
M: Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, 

C: who walk according to the law of the LORD. 
 
M: Blessed are they who keep his statutes 

C: and seek him with all their heart. 
 
M: You have laid down precepts 

C: that are to be fully obeyed. 
 
M: Oh, that my ways were steadfast 

C: in obeying your decrees! 
 
M: Then I would not be put to shame 

C: when I consider all your commands. 
 
M: I will praise you with an upright heart 

C: as I learn your righteous laws. 
 
All: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

 
 
 



Second Lesson                           1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me 

trustworthy, appointing me to his service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer 

and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown mercy because I acted in 

ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 

abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was 

shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his 

immense patience as an example for those who would believe in him and receive 

eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 

and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
Verse of the Day                            
 
C: (intro)    ♫  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  These words are written that we 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia!  Alleluia!  

Alleluia!        

 

Gospel                        Matthew 9:9-13           
 
9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 

collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and 

sinners came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, 

they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and 

sinners?” 
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 

sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have 

not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 
 
After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

C: ♫   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 



Hymn          Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound!   CW #379     
 
Amazing grace—how sweet the sound—that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost but now am found, was blind but now I see. 
 
The Lord has promised good to me; his Word my hope secures. 

He will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

’Tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 

   
 
Sermon                        Matthew 9:9-13 

                     
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the  

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Offering            the offering plates are situated near the exit door 

 
The members of Zion have joined together to do the Lord's work in this community and around the world. 

If you are a visitor, please don’t feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

   
 
Prayer of the Church  

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 



Blessing 
 
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 

the Lord with gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen.  

 
 
Closing Hymn              Today Your Mercy Calls Us   CW #339 
 
Today your mercy calls us to wash away our sin. 

However great our trespass, whatever we have been, 

However long from mercy our hearts have turned away, 

Your precious blood can wash us and make us clean today. 
 
Today your gate is open, and all who enter in 

Shall find a Father’s welcome and pardon for their sin. 

The past shall be forgotten, a present joy be giv’n, 

A future grace be promised: a glorious crown in heav’n. 

 

 

 
 

This Week at Zion 
 

 Today:  7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship  

             Happy Fathers Day!       
          
 Thu:   7:00 p.m.     Worship with Holy Communion  
 
 Sat:           Taste and See Online Mission event begins 

              (https://welstasteandsee.com/) 
 
 Sun:   7:30 / 9:00 a.m.  Worship with Holy Communion          

https://welstasteandsee.com/


The flowers on the altar today were placed to God’s glory by Mark and Betty 

Pamperin on the occasion of their anniversary.  
 
We thank  the organists who served us this weekend: Liz Dettmann (Thursday) and 

Bea Pamperin (Sunday).  
 
Please pick up the June calendars, church newsletters and copies of the Forward in 

Christ…all on the table near the kitchen. On this Father’s Day weekend, you’ll find 

an article which will help you be a better father as Jesus teaches us about his 

father. You’ll find other excellent articles as well  in the June edition of the Forward 

in Christ.  
 
WELS Connection   Since we’re worshiping in the fellowship hall without the 

benefit of a TV, you can watch the June edition of the WELS Connection by going to 

this web page: https://vimeo.com/409002138. This month the focus is on the work 

of Christian Aid and Relief.  
 

Check Your Church Mailboxes   Before you leave today, there are a number of 

mailboxes which have some membership update sheets in them. Please take a 

minute to complete the information and put it in Janet Salzman’s mailbox (top left).  
 
Summer Worship Schedule   For those who cannot worship on Sundays, we have a 

year-round worship service on Thursday nights at 7:00 p.m. Plan your week 

accordingly and join us to grow in your faith through your connection to his Word.  
 
Taste and See Online Event   The WELS Missions office is excited to partner with 

the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society (LWMS) to host an online event called 

Taste and See! This first-of-its-kind event will combine the very best of Taste of 

Missions and LWMS Convention to provide all WELS members an opportunity to be 

an important part of gospel outreach occurring in our synod. Tune in this next 

Saturday, June 27, to watch a livestreamed opening worship service with brothers 

and sisters around the world. Check the newsletter or go to 

www.welstasteandsee.com for more information.  
 

https://vimeo.com/409002138
http://www.welstasteandsee.com/

